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We write to you with a profound sense of concern regarding a 
tragic situation suggesting the need for inuiediate investigation 
and resolution by the Argentine Government. The extensive evidence 
of the arbitrary detention of Mrs. Nelida Azucena di Forti with her 
five children, and her subsequent disappearance, so strongly inplicates 
official security forces that a satisfactory official accounting must 
be made. Her anguished relatives, who can establish nothing about her 
fate, have exhausted all legal remedies. • 

May we call your attention to the details of her disappearance. 

On February 18, 1977, Mrs. Forti and five of her children, ages 8-16, 
boarded Aerolineas Argentinas flight 284 to Venezuela, to join her 
husband, Alfredo Forti, a well-known surgeon, who had accepted a 
contract with the Venezuelan Government to work in. a state hospital. 
(Neithefe Dr. nor Mrs. Forti have been involved in illegal political 
activity of any kind, nor was their documentation inadequate.) In full 
view of passengers, crew, and pilot, a uniformed officer and two 
immigration officers boarded the plane and ordered the disembarkation 
of the Forti family. In the presence of the Argentine Federal Police, 
the Forti family was placed in waiting cars by security agents and 
taken out of the airport through numerous checkpoints operated by persons 
clearly familiar with the persons detaining the Forti family. All, 
including the youngest child of eight, were blindfolded and bound, 
before being taken to a military establishment, where they remained for 
six days without explanation. At the end of the six days, the children 
were again bound and hooded and, separated f ran their mother, were 
abandoned in the middle of the night on a Buenos Aires, street comer. 
Security officers informed the children that their mother would be released 
after solving a documentation problem. 

With the help of a representative of a Catholic relief organization, 
the children were reunited with their father in Venezuela. A year later, 
the family's efforts to locate Mrs. Forti have yielded no results. 
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The facts surrounding the situation make it clear that Mrs. Forti 
was not the victim of an unofficial abduction by a paramilitary 
vigilante squad as has been claimed in other instances of disappearance, 
but rather that she was the target of a premeditated arrest by military 
ard police officials who were well-known to the airport's extensive 
security apparatus, and who have since disavowed knowledge of the 
incident. 

We urge that you rigorously investigate the events leading to 
the disappearance of Mrs. Forti, who has evidently fallen victim to 
those who abuse their official power, in violation of the basic rights 
enshrined in the Argentine Constitution. We draw your attention to the 
corments of the Inter-American Ccrrmission on Human Rights of the QAS, 
in the 1976 Annual Report , where they noted: 

"There have already beer, many cases recorded of 'missing 
persons , ' that is , persons who according to witnesses and 
other evidence have been detained by military or police 
authorities but whose detention is denied and whose loca- 
tion is unknown The growing number of cases of this 

kind in several American countries is a reason for serious 
oonoem to the Cormission and is, properly, one of the 
aspects of the situation in the area of human rights that 
has warranted very special attention by the Ccnmission 
as well as the governmental and nongovernmental bodies 

which function in this area in one way or other 

The status of 'missing' seems to be a comfortable 
expedient to avoid application of the legal provisions 
established for the defense of personal freedom, physical 
security, dignity and human_ life itself. In practice this 
procedure nullifies the legal standards established in recent 
years in same countries to avoid illegal detentions and the 
use of physical and psychological duress against persons 
detained. . . " 


We respectfully await the results of an irejuiry into Mrs. Forti's 

fate. 
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Eon Bonker, M.C. 
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Henry A. Kaxman, M.C. 



Thecxiore S. Weiss, M.C. 



